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Establishment of an e-Portfolio System and its Application for
Education in a Medical University
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Abstract: Director and President of Showa University promote inter-disciplinary education in order to practice
patient-centered medicine in the future among the schools of medicine, dentistry, pharmacy and Nursing &
Rehabilitation. As part of an Inter-disciplinary Education, the school of Dentistry in Showa University
established profile and competencies in 2009. Based on these six competencies, 6 years of consistent
educational programs were started focusing on the improvements of communication ability, information
literacy, dentistry in the community and education for team medical care. For this purpose, the e-Portfolio
system which stores information of each individual’s learning history, activities and evaluation was developed.
With this system, consistency from fundamental education during the 1st year in Fujiyoshida campus to dental
education during the 2nd to 6th year is realized. Based on two years’ research, it was found that the educational
effects of e-Portfolio improved students’ abilities in: 1) setting an appropriate goal, 2) self-assessment, and 3)
future view as a medical professional. This effect was based both on students’ reflections that were required in
the writing portfolios and on feedback from faculty members to students about the e-Portfolio.

Key words: e-Portfolio, competency, 6 years consistent educational program, medical university
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